UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF LE SUEUR

730 South 6t Street, Le Sueur, MN 56058 Phone: (507) 665-2314

We are a Christ-centered community, called to serve,

where you carn come as you are,
Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. Share who you are/
A reflection from Allison March 2017

As I sit at home after J.A.M. and choir practice, I realize how blessed I am. I sometimes
have days where everything seems to go so smoothly and today was one of those days. It was an
above average Wednesday mainly due to my evening at church.

Pastor Terri is on vacation visiting her son, so I offered to lead a devotion in place of the
communion service that she leads at 5:30. The passage was the parable of the lost sheep and the
lost coin. (Found in Luke 15: 1-10) In the parable, the Pharisees and legal experts are
complaining that Jesus eats with the sinners. Jesus tells them a story of a shepherd who had a
flock of 100 sheep. One of his sheep goes missing and he leaves the 99 to go find it. Then he tells
a story of a lady with ten coins. She loses one at night, yet she doesn’t forget about it. She uses
oil to light her lamp and search her house for it. When she finds it there is a celebration for the
found coin. Jesus says that there is great joy in heaven for one sinner who has a change of heart.

There are many different messages that can be found in any bible passage. The message
that I see is that God loves us more than we can ever understand. In this story the shepherd
represents Jesus. He values all the sheep, but when just one is missing he goes to find it. It
might be in danger or it might just be wandering around. Either way it has lost its way and
Jesus goes to bring it back. We are the sheep in the story. Sometimes we are safe with the 99
sheep. It is important to know that wherever we are Jesus is protecting us.

So, what does this mean? Jesus is “watching over us?” He can’t possibly be watching over
us all the time. There are days or weeks that feel as if you can’t win; everything seems to be
going wrong. Jesus is there in the struggle, only giving what you can handle with him. He is
there in the help we receive from a friend. He is there in the simple things that make the
struggle a little easier. We may not see him in those things at the time, but in hindsight God’s
grace 1s present in more places than you think.

Today was a great day and I have many things to be thankful for.
Just because today was good doesn’t mean that I haven’t had those rough
days, when I am a lost sheep. I have seen Jesus send me a shepherd to
guide me back to the herd. Let someone be a shepherd for you. It can be
scary to trust in God’s plan, but you aren’t alone. We have the privilege of
being a part of a loving congregation. Every member has a different story
with different talents and experiences. These days we tend not to talk about
our bad days. When people ask us how we are doing, we always say good. I
challenge you to answer honestly and allow someone to help you. It is my
hope that you would be able to see God at work in your life, and when you
can’t I hope that you remember he sent his son to be your shepherd.

In Faith, Allison



Lenten & Easter Schedule
Ash Wednesday Service — 7:30pm March 1st

The UMC hosts this year’s Ecumenical Lenten
Services “Encounters Before the Dawn”. Each
week’s message is based on a series of dialogues
between key characters who witnessed the
crucifixion. “Encounters Before the Dawn” will
bring you to a deeper spiritual place than where
you started.

Refreshments Choir
March 8th UMC/Presbyterian WOL
March 15th WOL Zion
March 22nd 1st, Lutheran =~ UMC/Presby
March 29th St. Annes 1st Luth
April 5th Zion St. Annes

UMC choir members and other people interested
in singing with an ecumenical group are invited
to rehearse at 6:30pm on Wednesdays in the
chapel, then move into the sanctuary for final
preparations following JAM. For more info.
Cheryl Amundson, 507-665-2743 (evenings)

or 612-987-3527 or camundson@mchsi.com

Holy Week Worship Schedule

7:30pm Thursday, March 24th — Maundy

Thursday Service with Communion at UMC.

8pm Friday, March 25t — Service of Tenebrae
at the Presbyterian Church.

10:15am April 9th — Palm Sunday

8:30am April 16th Easter Breakfast by YUM.

10:15am Easter Celebration service at UMC.

Easter Flower Memorial orders are
due by March 20t. Use the order
form in this newsletter or call the

Church office (665-2314).

Easter Breakfast

The youth will prepare and
serve Easter Breakfast in the
fellowship hall from 8:30 to
9:45am on Sunday, April 16th,
They will hold a bake sale before and after the
worship service.

March is Food Shelf Month
The Le Sueur Food Shelf is
coordinated by Pastor Carl
Bruihler, the Ministerial
Association of Le Sueur and
many dedicated volunteers. During the month
of March, Le Sueur UMC is responsible for
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 2-
3:30pm (hours are 3-6pm on the second
Thursday). Sign up in the narthex or contact
Cathie Bateman at 665-3486 or Janet
Dickinson at 665-2330. The food shelf is
located on South 5th Street, next to the
Ambulance Garage. The Food Shelf is in
need of food, full size paper goods,
hygiene items and financial assistance.
The more donations collected in March,
the bigger our share of the “Food Fund”
from the state will be for the year.

Mustard Seed Group
“The Parables of Jesus”
begins March 12tk led by John Pioske

fr

Jesus talked about one topic more than any
other, “The Kingdom of Heaven.” Why did he
tell parables (stories) when he was with the
people? He did this so people would
understand the Kingdom of Heaven. He also
instructed them about how one must live and
treat others and so much more. Join us
during the Lenten season as we explore some
of these parables. “Never participated in a
bible study”? That’s ok - I want to encourage
you to try this one. I love digging into these
stories with individuals who may never have
done so before. The same class will be on
9am Sunday mornings and 7pm Sunday
evenings. If you have any questions please
come up and talk with me. John Pioske
612-756-2309 or Johnpioskel1963@gmail.com

“Tailgating”
If you just want a place to
hang out and visit before
worship this is for you.
Tailgaters will be at the tall tables in the
back of the sanctuary from 9-10am in the
midst of the Sunday morning happenings.
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Congratulations to:

Bill & Cathie Bateman on the birth of a
grand-daughter, Annaliese, born January 14th
to Jason and Becky.

Jerry & Judy Johnson on the birth of a
grandson, Murphy, born February 9th to Joe
& Elizabeth May.

Our Sympathy to:
the family of Richard Dahn who
passed away on February 2nd,

the family of Ray Schwarz who 7 \
passed away on February 13th,

In our thoughts and prayers: We
have telephone and e-mail Prayer Chains
for anyone wanting prayer support. If you
or a loved one i1s hospitalized and wishes a
visit from the pastor or would like to be
included in the prayer chain, call Frances
Schwarz (665-2873) or the church office
(665-2314 or lesueur.umc@q.com) If you
wish to be a prayer companion for
those on the prayer list contact the
church office.

:ﬂ & Thank you :ﬂ:ﬂ

Thanks so much for your very generous gift
to the LSH Backpack Program. Your gift
helps to supply fresh fruit in each week’s bag
for participants. Irene Manke

I wanted to thank you for awarding me the
Stanley Baringer Memorial Scholarship. It
will help me to get through my final year at
the University of Minnesota. Thank you for
all of the support throughout my school
years. Joseph Sullivan.

Remember to set your
clocks ahead Saturday
night, March 11,

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER IS:

Wednesday, March 22nd.

Church Office Phone #: 507-665-2314
Pastor’s Phone#: 507-593-0006

Church Website: www.lesueurumc.org
Office e-mail address: lesueur.umc@q.com
Pastor’s e-mail address: umcpastor@q.com
Pastor’s office hours: W & Th 9am-12pm or
call the church office to make an appointment.
Secretary’s office hours: M-I 8:30am-12:30pm

We are converting our Newsletter to

i electronic publishing. To continue to

i receive the Newsletter please send your e-

i mail address to the church office. Paper

i copies are available in the narthex. Church
i services and other information can also be

i found on our website: www.lesueurumc.org.

Find us on Facebook. You can watch
our worship services on YouTube.

From the Trustees:

If you wish to schedule a meeting in our church
building please contact to office to check the
calendar. This is a courtesy to others and to our
custodian’s cleaning schedule. Also please
remember to turn off the lights and lock all doors
after your activity.

Please check in the kitchen for any pans
or bowls you may have left. Items not
coIIected will be donated to the Le Sueur
thrift store, Treasures in Town.

Emmaus — A Journey with Christ
The walk to Emmaus 1s an experience of
Christian spiritual renewal and formation
that begins with a three-day faith walk in
Christianity. Meet Jesus Christ in a new
way as God's grace and love is revealed to
you through other believers. For more
information about the Walk contact Pastor
Terri or the Community Lay Director at
(cld@mnemmaus.org). Men’s Walk is April
20-23; Women’s Walk 1s April 27-30.
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Southern Prairie District Day 2017

A training event designed to Inspire, Equip
Connect your church for effective ministry.
Explore 6 key shifts your congregation can make
to become vital, effective and fruitful. Prepare to
be inspired by keynote speakers Rev. Cynthia
Williams, River Valley District Superintendent
and Rev. Fred Vanderwerf, Southern Prairie
District Superintendent. You will have the
opportunity to attend 2 of the 6 breakthrough
workshops that will equip you for effective
ministry. Learn how to shift from Fellowship to
Hospitality, from "Serve Us" to Service, from
Worship as an Event to Worship as a Lifestyle,
from Membership to Discipleship, and from
“Survival Mentality” to Generosity. This is a
great way to connect with others in the Southern
Prairie District - to learn from one another and
to share ideas.

Schedule:

8:30-9:00am Register/Coffee Time

9:30am Message: DS Cynthia Williams
10:15am Break

10:30am Breakthrough Session #1
12:00pm Lunch

1:00pm Breakthrough Session #2
2:30pm Message: DS Fred Vanderwerf
3:15pm Depart

Saturday, March 18, 2017  9:00am - 3:15pm
at First United Methodist Church

947 6th Street, Windom, MN 56101

Cost: $20 per person (includes workshops, book,
and lunch) Register by March 10th online

at: www.minnesotaumc.org. For questions
contact Michelle Behsman at 507-387-

3767 or michelle.behsman@minnesotaumc.org

“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on
Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and
Instagram (@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at
www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For
more information about any of the items listed
above, visit www.minnesotaumec.org
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Plans are in motion for Vacation Bible
School set for August 7th-11th, Contact Holly
Vinkemeier at holly.vinkemeier@gmail.com
if you are interested in helping at VBS.

Harch Birthdays

1 — Josh Barnard
David King
3 — Grant Miller
Carter Wilke
4 — Hunter Sippo
5 — Brian Amundson
6 — Judy Dahn
7 — Cathie Bateman
Elden Schwarz
9 — Nancy Olson
10 — Lynn Karels
11 — Joan Schwarz
12 — Jack Miller
14 — Jerry Johnson
15 — Jerry Grack
Blake Plonske
18 — Lynda Antonsen
21- Donna Tiede
Peyton Tellijohn
30 — Ken Doebbeling

United
Methodist
Women

Rebekah Circle: We meet on March 21,

Ruth Circle: Our next meeting is March 21°.

Serendipity Circle: On March 18" we have an
outing to the Plymouth Playhouse to see “Rise Up,
O Men”. Contact Sandy Dell.

The Executive Board meeting 9am Tues. Mar. 14"

Our UMW General Meeting will be in the Tabor
Room on Thursday, March 16" at 9am. Ruth Circle
has Devotions and Hostess duties.

The UMW is holding a Whatnot &
Bake Sale on Saturday, April 29"
from 7am-noon. Donations of
baked goods, knick-knacks and
decorative items are needed.

(No clothing). Call Vicky
Yahnke with any questions.
(665-6772)
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J.A.M. Wednesdays @\

If you have not been to JAM yet
it’s not too late. Join us any
Wednesday night at 6pm. The schedule 1s
changed during Lent. From March 1st thru
April 12tk kids will be released at 7:20pm to
allow for the Ecumenical Lenten Services.
All are welcome to join us at 7:30 for the
Ecumenical services but if you are not able to
stay, please plan to walk in and pick up your
children as the parking lot will be very busy.

5:30pm - Casual Communion

6-6:25 - Family supper

6:25-6:50 - Youth and Family Worship
6:50-7:20 - Bible school for 3 yrs -12th grade.
Contact Peggy Sullivan if you have questions
612-665-9760 or peggysb507@aol.com

On Sunday’s we have Kid’s Church for
those that are age 3 to 10. This is part of the
regular Church service so come to 10:15am
worship then send the kids for their own
lesson after the Children’s time.

Summer Camp

We are excited to sponsor
two summer camps this
year.

July 16-19 - Trailblazer Camp for ages 8-12
July 16-22 - Ultimate Challenge Camp for
those in 7th — 11tk grade.

We will assist with rides if needed and will
coordinate carpooling. We help with camp
registration asking that you contribute $75.
The United Methodist Women and our
Missions will help support the remaining
cost. If you sign up a friend who has not
been to camp before you can get $25 off. If
you sign up by May 1st you also get $25 off.
Contact Peggy Sullivan for details 612-665-
9760 or peggysb07@aol.com.

Registration information is available at
www.campminnesota.org or call 855-622-
1973. Hard copy Camp Booklets and
registrations are located on the table tops in
the Narthex and in the church office.

Kids that are interested in a different church
camp offering will still get a scholarship from
the United Methodist Women equaling $150.

Contact the church office or Jane

RS AND ME Kolden if you can commit to serve.

Volunteers are needed

Those serving in March

Greeters

March 1 Greg & Joan Schwarz

March 5 Bob Edgell and Brandy Schilman
March 8 Agnes Milam and Alyce Coffelt
March 12 Roger & Nyla Probst

March 15 Sue Bienfang, MaryAnne Aufderhar
March 19 Corey & Jennifer Carlen

March 22 Larry & Nancy Hylarides

March 26 Bob & Sandy Dell

March 29 Russ & Millie Overaas

April 2 Donna Kiewatt and Victoria Watson
Worship Assistant

March 5 Mary Michaelson

March 12 Sue Bienfang

March 19 Lana Beck

March 26 Cathie Bateman

April 2 Lori King

Coffee Host

March 5 Larry & Lana Beck

March 12 Cheryl Edmondson

March 19 Maureen Pioske

March 26 Laurie Heldberg

April 2 Clarice Ulrich and Joan Schwarz
Nursery Attendant

March 1 Jeanne Doebbeling

March 5 Nicole Krenik

March 8 Joan Schwarz

March 12 Cheryl Tellijohn

March 15 Rachel Malkow

March 19 Jeanne Doebbeling

March 22 Nicole Krenik

March 26 Joan Schwarz

March 29 Cheryl Tellijohn

April 2 Rachel Malkow

Special Music for Summer

If you can sing or play an
instrument and would like to
perform a piece during a

summer worship service contact
Jane Kolden (665-6063) or the
church office.
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In Our Community

American Red Cross Blood
Drive at First Lutheran on
Monday, March 13th 1-7pm.
Call 612-298-3478 for an appt.

LifeTree Café - Thursdays at 7pm at 206
Valleygreen Square Mall.

Girl Scout Cookies - available until March 13th,

St. Anne’s Fish Fry - Friday, March 10t 4:30-
7:30pm at St. Anne’s School. Adults $12 Kids $6

A Day Away Crafters Retreat on Sat., March 11t
9am-6pm at First Lutheran Church. Cost $35.

Zion Fellowship Spring Luncheon on Wednesday,
March 15t 11am-1pm.

St. Patrick’s Day Irish Stew - March 17th

C’?) 11am-1pm St. Henry Hall.
I

Le Sueur Business and Retail Expo -
Thursday, March 30t from 3:30-7:30 in
the Valleygreen Mall.

MVHC Annual Quilt Drawing A
Purchase Tickets at Le Sueur ‘ A
Nursing Home and Le Sueur Expo.

Quilt on Display at MVHC.

Proceeds go directly to the

Residents Activity Fund. Drawing N =
on Thursday, March 30, 2017 at the Expo.

St. Paul UCC in Henderson Spring Brunch, Sunday,
April 2nd 9am -1pm. Adults $9, kids $5.

Pancake & Sausage Supper - Sunday, April 2nd 4-
8pm Redeemer Lutheran in Henderson.




Marech 2017

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Tharsday Eriday

1 2 3

6pm JAM

Ash Wednesd&grvice

7:30pm 7pm Adm. Council
5 1stSunday of Lent 6 7 8 9 10 11 Daylight savings

<74 0
10:15 Worship with m 6pm JAM .-
CommuniorKi d 6 s f’ Ecumenical Lenten %
Church 6pm Scout parent Service at UMZ30pm o Jmefo
pring Ahea

12 2rdSunday of Lent | 13 14 15 16 17 18
9am Parables of Jesl
10:15 WorshifiK i d 9am UMW Exe. B¢ 6pm JAM 9am MW General m Serendipity Outing
Church Ecumenical Lenten
6:30-8pm Scouts 7pm Team meetin{ Service at UMZ30pm
7pm Parables of Jesl
19 3dSunday of Lent | 20 Spring begins | 21 22 23 24 25
9am Parables of Jesl
10:15 WorshifiK i d 2pm Ruth Circle | 6pm JAM
Church 7pm Rebekah Cir | Ecumenical b&n > 4
7pm Parables of Jes| 7pm Bird Club 7pm Adm. Council| Service at UMZ:30pm
26 4hSunday of Lent | 27 28 29 30 31

9am Parables of Jesl
10:15 Worslildissions
Kidés Chur
6:368pm Scouts

7pm Parables of Jesl

Ecumenical Lenten
Service at UMC

3:30 Le Sueur Expo
Valleygreenail




UNITED METHODIST CHURCH NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

OF LE SUEUR

730 SOUTH 6™ STREET PERMIT NO. 6
LE SUEUR, MN 56058 LE SUEUR, MN
TIME DATED MATERIAL ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Ecumenical Lenten Services

7:30pm at the United Methodist Church
Wednesdays March 8th, 15th) 22nd 29th gnd April 5th,
Thursday, April 13t"- Maundy Thursday Service 7:30pm

Friday April 14th Tenebrae Service - Presbyterian Church 8pm

Sunday, April 16t at UMC
Easter Breakfast by youth 8:30am
Bake Sale before and after worship

Easter Worship with Communion 10:15am




