
 

 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF LE SUEUR 
730 South 6th Street, Le Sueur, MN  56058            Phone: (507) 665-2314 

 

                                              We are a Christ-centered community, called to serve,  
          where you can come as you are, 
       share who you are, 
           and experience the power of God’s love. 
 

 

Pastor’s Blog                     December 2015 
          

     I stumble over the mountain of Christmas décor in my basement looking for my special 600 thread count 

sheets complete with antique blue quilt. The sheets were a Christmas gift last year and the quilt was a $35 

happy find in a small antique store.   They were on my bed the last night before I moved and I haven’t seen 

them since.  They are freshly washed, ready to throw on my bed so I can jump into the softness, but they 

remain hidden under a mountain of other boxes, mostly Christmas. 

     I find myself muttering out loud about my beloved sheets despite blue skies overhead and a warm home,  

a place that is rather cozy as my little tabby cat and I settle into the winter season. The kids visit but never 

long enough as they, too, have lives of their own.  It’s not the Christmas I imagined when children filled the 

bedrooms, but it is still Christmas filled with the hope and joy of the season, none of it contained in a box.   

     OK, I’m more than blessed, I’m spoiled.  I overhear the beauty of our talented choir preparing their 

cantata, ‘Love Came Down at Christmas’ and peek into the Sunday school room to see the sparkly tree 

decorations made by the children, excited that they will decorate their children’s tree each Sunday. The bell 

choir practices downstairs and lifts a sound that is divinely mystical.  The piano and organ alternate sounds, 

filling the sanctuary with a holy music found in great cathedrals.   Surrounding me is the story of Christmas 

as I move from one tree to another.  I step back to breathe it all in.  The Spirit is alive here. 

     Between it all, is the story of the baby Jesus, our blessed Savior, born to live a life among the people 

struggling to see the light in the darkness.  So much was wrapped up in the one baby called Jesus: the Hope, 

Light, Prince of Peace sharing good will to all humankind.  In life, death and resurrection, Jesus threw out 

darkness which is why we celebrate with a sea of lights everywhere at Christmas.   Hope is not in my 

Christmas boxes, except for two dozen nativity sets, but even they do not capture the love of Christmas 

which comes through the celebration and the doing. 

     Joy comes in “doing” Christmas, singing carols, sharing the music, and being with the family throughout 

the season, not saved for just one day. We love our neighbors and extend a hand to others less fortunate.  We 

ask forgiveness for broken relationships.  We give. We receive.  Love fills Christmas.  

 

I invite you and your family to come home to Christmas this holiday season.  Get óspoiledô with love. Find 

joy in weekly worship throughout the entire Christmas season. Celebrate the children decorating trees, 

lighting the advent candles, the Choir Cantata on December 6
th
, Childrenôs service on December 13 with 

the Hand bell Choir mixed in.  Buy a gift for a family from the Giving Board or an animal from the ZOE 

tree.  Celebrate Christmas Eve at 5 pm this year with all of your family and friends. 

 

Come home for Christmas, my friends.    

Merry Christmas     

 

 

Pastor Terri 

    



 

 

YUM 
The YUM kids and their 

friends collected 425 lbs of 
food and $125 dollars 

during their Trick-or-Treat 
for the Food Shelf event. 

Many thanks to all who participated. 
 

Children’s Christmas Tree    

On Sunday, November 29th 
during worship, the Sunday 
School youth will decorate a 
special tree at the front of the 
sanctuary with the Chrismons 
they have made in Sunday School. 
 

Christmas Animals:   
Honor your family and friends 
this year with a gift that 
transforms an orphan’s life.    
Alternative Christmas Gifts in 
support of ZOE Ministry  will 
be available in the narthex on 
December 13th and 20th.  

 

YUM – Gift Tags:  We are 
again supporting families in 
Le Sueur County.  Please take 
a gift tag from the display in 
the narthex.  After you have 
purchased the requested gift, 
wrap it, tape the tag to the outside of the gift 
and place it where indicated in the narthex.  
Financial donations are also welcome, if you 
would like, you may contact one of our youth 
to go shopping with you. All gifts need to be 
at the church by December 7th.  Thank you for 
your support of this service project. YUM          
 

Christmas Food Boxes: 
Help is needed to pack & 

deliver the Christmas Food 
Boxes for local families on 

Saturday, December 19th 
starting at 9:30am.  If you 
know of a family in need, 
please provide the name 

and address to the church office. A special 
collection will be taken on December 6th. 

Welcome to the   

 ¯Coffee Corner° 
The coffee served after worship  

is Equal Exchange coffee, provided by the  

UMW.  Coffee, tea and chocolate products are 

available on Sundays after church or at the office 

during the week. Remember - Everybody wins: 

1.  You are purchasing a quality product; 

2.  You are helping small farmers & their families; 

3.  You are, indirectly, contributing to UMCOR; 

4.  You are supporting a local mission project. 

This year we are supporting the Back-Pack program 

for our local schools.  

 

 

 

 
 

     A Christmas Story Walk 
 

     Sunday, November 29th is the 
beginning of Advent.  Our Sunday 
School children will be decorating 
the Children’s tree during worship 
that day.  In the week that follows, 
decorated trees of all shapes and 
sizes will be placed around the 
church to create a Good News 
Christmas Tree Walk to tell the 
story of the Birth of Christ.   
     On Sunday, December 6th our 
choir will present a Christmas 
Cantata during worship.  
Immediately following the service, 
“family members” of Joseph’s 
ancestral Bethlehem home will 
guide you through the Good News 
Christmas Tree Walk sharing their 
recollections of the night Jesus was 
born.  Please invite your family and 
friends to attend this special service. 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Cantata  
The Choir will present a Christmas 

Cantata, “Love Came Down at 
Christmas” during worship on 

Sunday, December 6th.   
 



 

 

óGiving Tuesdayô: Support missions, 

double impact 
 

Every day, Minnesota United Methodists activate 

love, transform lives, and change the world through 

their prayers, presence, gifts, and service. On Dec. 

1, you’re invited to join thousands of other United 

Methodists in supporting missions and missionaries 

around the world while doubling your impact. 

For the third year in a row, the General Board of 

Global Ministries (GBGM) is hosting “Giving 

Tuesday.” After Black Friday, Small Business 

Saturday, and Cyber Monday, United Methodists 

and their friends will come together on Dec. 1 to 

financially support a variety of projects, or 

“Advances.”  

GBGM will provide matching funds, dollar for 

dollar, for the first $1 million in gifts to Advance 

projects that are received online on that day. (A 

maximum of $2,500 per individual gift will be 

matched, and each Advance project may receive a 

maximum of $25,000 in matching funds.) 

Last year, 8,700 gifts totaling $2.5 million were 

given toward 770 projects and missionaries. 

You may give to any Advance(s) that you’d like to 

support. The Minnesota Conference’s Mission 

Promotion Team strongly recommends giving to 

one of these four projects: 

• International  Disaster Response (Advance 

#982450): Assists refugees fleeing Syria, Iraq, 

Afghanistan, and Africa and heading to Europe as 

our world faces the largest mass migration since 

World War II. Bishop Ough is encouraging all 

congregations to actively work to address this 

humanitarian crisis—perhaps by receiving a special 

Thanksgiving offering. Contributing on Giving 

Tuesday is another way to show support.   

• The Center for  Victims of Torture  (Advance 

#171142): Provides services to torture survivors and 

advocates for public initiatives that aim to put an 

end to torture  

• Compatible Technology International  

(Advance #3021634): Provides guidance and 

technical assistance to rural poor people in the 

world through the application of simple, human-

powered technologies. Learn more about  

 • Mujila  Falls Agricultural  Center (Advance 

#15016A): Addresses hunger and poverty with 

sustainable agriculture and leadership training under 

the direction of Paul Webster, one of our 

conference-supported missionaries.   

Here’s how to give: 

1. Between midnight and 11:59 p.m. December 1, 

visit www.umcmission.org/give. 

2. Enter the project or Advance number, or select a 

missionary you wish to support. 

3. On the page of the project or missionary you want 

to support, click “Give Now.” 

4. Follow the prompts on the donation screen, 

which include specifying the name of your church. 

5. Payment must be made online using a credit card 

(Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and 

Discover are all honored). 

6. Your donation, up to $2,500, will be doubled 

(provided that some of the $1 million in matching 

funds remains when you donate). 

*Note that you may give to multiple projects. 

Follow the process listed above for each project 

using the appropriate Advance number. 

Love in action transforms lives and makes the world 

a better place. Contributing on Giving Tuesday is an 

opportunity for us to help heal a broken world. 

Please give generously. 
 

Rev. Lyndy Zabel is director of missional impact 

for the Minnesota Annual Conference of the United 

Methodist Church. 

 
 
     Christmas Eve Worship 

    5pm Thursday, December 24th. 

 
 

Education News: 

for children and adults.  

Sundays 9-10am.  There will be no 

Sunday School on November 29th or 

December 27th.  The Sunday School 

kids will be decorating the tree with 

Crismons beginning with the worship service on 

November 29th and presenting a Christmas 

program during worship on December 13th. If you 

have questions concerning Sunday School contact 

Jeanne Doebbeling (665-2032)  

 
    Adult Sunday School Book Study:   

 
Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of 

Bedlam.  9am on Sunday mornings 

through Advent. 

 

http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/982450
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/982450
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/171142
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/171142
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/3021634
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/3021634
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/15016A
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/15016A
http://www.umcmission.org/give
mailto:lyndy.zabel@minnesotaumc.org


 

 

“Tailgating”   When you 

bring your kids to Sunday 

School and just want a place to 

hang out and visit from 9-10am this is for you.  

Tailgaters will be at the tall tables in the back of 

the sanctuary in the midst of the Sunday morning 

happenings with choir practice and the short 

videos that happen in the front of church.  
 

The Covenant Bible Study 
 òCovenant Bible Studyó is a 

contemporary, in depth study 

that will forever change the way 

you look at the Bible.  This series will run 

Wednesday nights from 7-8pm and will be for 

small groups. This series will run to December 9th. 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT  

NEWSLETTER IS: 

Wednesday, December 16th. 
 

Church Office Phone #:  507-665-2314 
Pastorõs Phone#:  507-593-0006 
Church Website:  www.lesueurumc.org 
Office e-mail address:  lesueur.umc@q.com 
Pastorõs e-mail address:  umcpastor@q.com 
Pastorõs office hours:  W & Th 9am-12pm or 
call the church office to make an appointment. 
Secretaryõs office hours: M-F 8:30am-12:30pm 

 

The church office will be closed on 
December 25 and January 1st. 

 

     Find us on Facebook.  You can watch  
    our worship services on YouTube.  

 

Reminder: We have telephone and e-mail Prayer 

Chains for anyone wanting prayer support.  If you or a 

loved one is hospitalized and wishes a visit from the 

pastor or would like to be included in the prayer chain, 

call Frances Schwarz ( 665-665-2873) or the church 

office (665-2314) Hospitals do not automatically let 

us know when a parishioner is admitted. 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

In our thoughts and prayers: 
 

Brad & Mary Sasse and family 
The parents of Lori King 

Cheryl Amundson 
Joey Brosz 

Frances Schwarz 
mother of Sue Bienfang 

Charlie Dundas 
 

New Address:   Dick Pedersen  1360 Adams 
St. #215, Mankato  56001.  phone: 507-625-5468 
and  e-mail:  rpedersen1@charter.net 
 

Our Sympathy to  
the family of Mary Anne Dundas 
who passed away on Friday, 
November 6th. 

Thank you: 
 

The UMW Harvest Chicken Dinner Committee 
would like to thank everyone, men, women 
and youth for all their help to make the 
Chicken Dinner a great success.  We served 
over 200 people; 30 salads and 34 pies were 
donated.  Thank you also to all who attended 
the dinner and gave monetary donations. 

 

Thank you to everyone who shared their fruits 
of harvest in our Thanksgiving Harvest Table 
Display, "We truly have much to be thankful 
for".                Lana Beck 

 

 

 
  Poinsettia orders are due 

  by December 7th. 
 

 
 

mailto:lesueur.umc@q.com
mailto:umcpastor@q.com


 

 

December Birthdays 
 

  1- Seth Doebbeling 

  2 - Bailey Plonske 

  3 - Craig Kroehler 

  5 - Dean Bauleke 

       Jeff  Glock 

       Elizabeth Mays 

  6 - Wilma Schafer 

        Richard Dahn 

        Don Lindeman   

        Kirk Amundson 

  7 - Chris Barnard   

  8 - Peter Disher 

  9 - Jane Wiese 

11 – Veryl Jones 

12 – Callen Karels 

14 - Joe Kroehler 

       Brandon Baringer   Happy Birthday 
15 - David Evans 

19 - Joey Brosz 

        Nancy Hylarides 

24 - Richard Budke 

28 - Gary Wilmes 

29 - Alan Sunderman 

30 - Isabel Uballe 

 

 

    United Methodist  
             Women    
 

 

 

UMW Executive Board Meeting Tuesday, December 

1
st
 at 9am.  General Meeting:  at Noon on December 

3
rd

 in the Tabor Room. 

 

Rebekah Circle:  We will meet on December 15
th

 for 

our Christmas Pot Luck.
 

 

Ruth Circle:  We will be the hosts for the UMW 

General meeting at Noon on December 3
rd

. 
 

Serendipity Circle of Friends:  We will meet at 7pm 

on December 14
th

 to wrap Christmas gifts. 

 

 

      

The Trustees are looking for 
someone who is able to shovel the 
church sidewalks during the 
winter.  Contact MaryAnne 
Aufderhar for details.  (665-2374) 

Volunteers needed: 
 

Contact the church office if you can 

commit to serve your church for one 

Sunday as any of the following: 
 

Greeters: If you enjoy meeting people, especially 

newcomers, consider serving as a Sunday Greeter.  
 

Coffee Host:  Coffee is provided by the UMW.  After 

worship snacks can be home-baked or purchased. 
 

Worship Assistant:  Reading scriptures and assisting 

the Pastor with the worship service. 
 

Worship Tech Team: Recording our services for 

CATV#7  is an important ministry to our homebound  
 

Nursery Attendant:  is available on a rotating basis 

during Sunday School and Worship as needed. If you 

notice someone with small children who might need 

the nursery, please connect them with the scheduled 

attendant. 
 

Serving in December 
 

Greeters  
6th Jerry & Phyllis Aufderhar  
13th  Buzz & Betty Purdy 
20th  Larry & Nancy Hylarides 
24th Kolden family 
27th Dave & Kyleen Brandt and Nancy Olson 
 

Worship Assistant 
 

      6th     Lori King 
      13th    Sue Bienfang 
      20th    Larry Hylarides 
      24th   Kolden family  

          27th    Blake Edmondson 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
 

6th Choir Cantata/Tree Walk 
13th Buzz & Betty Purdy 
20th Doreen Lehnert   
27th Lori King and Lisa Reiter 
 

Advent Candle Lighters 
 

Nov. 29th   Krenik family 
Dec.  6th     King and Reiter families 
Dec. 13th    Vehnuizen family 
Dec. 20th    Amundson family    
Dec. 24th    Kolden family 



 

 

Hurricane Sandy Relief Trip 
 

 

 

August 5-13    

  2016 
 

 

This trip is open to anyone who will be over the 

age of 14 at the time of departure, with a max. of 

35 youth.  (One adult per four youth is strongly 

recommended.)  All skill levels are welcome and 

work will not be limited to construction.  For 

more information, contact Rev. J. Cody Neilsen 

at j.cody.nielsen@gmail.com.  A Note from Sue:  

There may be scholarships available to cover the 

cost of the trip for youth.  You must indicate your 

interest to Sue by November 29th. (507-995-4108) 

 
 

2015 Poinsettia Orders 
 

Small (4”)  _____ @ $ 8.50 = $_______  

 

Large (6”)  _____ @ $16.00 = $_______ 

    

color:  ______red  ______white _____ pink 

  

Amount $________  

 

Name: _________________________ 
 

In Memory or in Honor of: 

___________________________________

___________________________________ 
 

From:       

                 
 

Orders are due by December 7
th

.  Please call 

Doreen if you have any questions 665-3691. 
 

You may take your poinsettia home after the 

Christmas Eve service. (please indicate)   

       

Will pick-up ______   

Will leave______ 
 

IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Notables Concert:  

Sunday, November 29 th  

at 4pm at LSHS. No 

admission charged. 
 

St. Peter Regional Treatment Center:  Holiday 

Cheer program.  Please remember those without 

family or friends during the holidays.   

A gift, regardless of size, shows that someone 

cares.  Suggestions for gifts: (must be new) 

  *  Toiletries - personal grooming items 

  *  Clothing ð Menõs XL to 5XL sizes. 

  *  Household - bedding/bath items. 

  *  Fun - candy, games, DVDs, music 

  * Gift Cards ð Target, C&S Supply, 

          Best Buy, Dollar Tree, Wal-Mart. 

100% of the gifts and monies donated to this 

project go directly to the patients and outpatients.  

Please make checks payable to Holiday Cheer, 

Volunteer Services.  We ask that gifts be delivered 

by December 1st to the Volunteer Services, Old 

Center Building, 100 Freeman Dr. St. Peter.  We 

are open M-F, 7am-3pm.  Call Angi with any 

questions 507-985-2249.  Material donations may 

also be dropped off at Trinity Lutheran Church, 

511 S. 5th St. in St. Peter (934-4786) 
 

Santa Anonymous:   

Provides gifts to Le Sueur County children of low 

income families, ages newborn to 18yrs old.  Cash 

donations may be made at local 

banks.  Items needed (new): toys  

(no stuffed animals), socks, hats, 

scarves & mittens, baby things, 

electronic toys, quilts, blankets, 

stocking stuffers.  (Donations due by Dec. 11th).  

Drop off unwrapped gifts in designated boxes at 

local businesses and banks. 
 

Holiday Lights Parade at 7pm on Friday, December 

4th.   Holiday Boutique at the Valleygreen Mall 9am-

1pm on Saturday, December 5th.   
 

City of Lakes Chorus and 

Great Northern Union Chorus 

present òHomeward Bound ð 

A Concert for the Holidaysó December 12th & 13th.  

Call 612-254-8701 or go to www. CityofLakes.org 

for information and tickets. 

mailto:j.cody.nielsen@gmail.com


 

 

                      December 2015 
 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

November 29 

No Sunday School 

10:15 Worship/UMC 

Education scholarship 

Kidôs decorate tree 

4pm Noteables Concert 

6:30 YUM Book Study 

November 30 
 

1 
9am UMW Exe Bd. 
 

2 
 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

7pm Bible Study 

7pm Choir Rehearsal 

3 
 

 

Noon ï UMW General 

mtg. & potluck 

 

7pm SPPRC mtg 

4 
 

 

 

 
 
Le Sueur Holiday  
Lights Parade 5:30 

5 
 
 
Holiday Boutique 9-1  
 at Valley Green Mall 

6  2nd Sunday of Advent 
9am Sunday School 

10:15 Worship/Missions 

Christmas Cantata 
 

Scouts in fellowship hall 

2-8pm 

7 
 
Poinsettia orders due 
 

8 
 

 

 

 

7pm Missions 

7pm Finance 

9 
 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

7pm Bible Study 

7pm Choir Rehearsal 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 
 

13  3rd Sunday of Advent 
9am Sunday School 

10:15 Worship/Baptism 

Sunday School 

childrenôs program 
 

14 
 

 

7pm Serendipity Cir 

7pm Bird Club 
 

15 
 

6pm Rebekah Cir 

Potluck in Tabor Rm 

7pm Adm. Council 
 

16 
 

 

 

7pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
9am Pack & Deliver    

    Christmas Boxes 
 

20 4th Sunday of Advent 
9am Sunday School 

10:15 Worship 

 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
   
 

22 
 

 

 

 

   Winter Begins 

23 
 
 

24   Christmas Eve 
 
 

5pm Christmas Eve   

                      Worship 
     Office closed 
 

25 
 

 

 

 

    Office closed 
 

26 
 
 

27 
No Sunday School 

10:15 Worship 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 

31 
 

 

 
      Office closed 
 
 
 
 

January 1, 2016 

 

 

 
     Office Closed 
 
 

 
 

Service broadcasts on 

CATV #7 at 1:30 & 7pm 
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  December 2015 
 

    

    Christmas Eve Worship Service  
 
             5pm 

 

 

   


